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Arriva of the Mayflower, Massachussetts Coast (1620) The Indian awaiting the arrival already spoke English --
he learned it from aformer Patuxet Indian who had been enslaved by the English explorersin Maine 15 years
earlier -- Squanto - who had managed to return to his homeland the year before in 1619..The American frontier
comprises the geography, history, folklore, and cultural expression of life in the forward wave of American
expansion that began with English colonial settlementsin the early 17th century and ended with the admission
of the last mainland territories as states in 1912.FrontierWord of the Y ear. Our Word of the Y ear choice serves
asasymbol of each year’s most meaningful events and lookup trends. It is an opportunity for usto reflect on the
language and ideas that represented each year.



