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1961 book by writer and activist Jane Jacobs. The book is a critique of 1950s urban planning policy, which it
holds responsible for the decline of many city neighborhoods in the United States. Going against the modernist
planning dogma of the era, it proposes a newfound appreciation for organic urban vibrancy in the United
States.A direct and fundamentally optimistic indictment of the short-sightedness and intellectual arrogance that
has characterized much of urban planning in this century, The Death and Life of Great American Cities has,
sinceitsfirst publication in 1961, become the standard against which all endeavorsin that field are
measured.Jacobs' book is an attack on “orthodox” modern city planning and city architectural design. Looking
into how cities actually work, rather than how they should work according to urban designers and planners,
Jacobs effectively describes the real factors affecting cities, and recommends strategies to enhance actual city
performance.



