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Join Us. The Ahlul Bayt DILP operates through the collaborative effort of volunteers based in many countries 
around the world. Register with Al-Islam.org to collaborate in creating the World's largest Digital Islamic 
Library on the Internet.Schools of Islamic thought (madhahib) are the paths people follow to the Noble Qur’an 
and Prophet Muhammad. Obviously, these schools of thought were founded considerably after the death of the 
Prophet; in fact, they never took shape until the time of the Umayyid Caliphate.Islamic civilization, since the 
time of Prophet Muhammad (s) until now, is firmly founded on the concept of ‘rule of law.’ For that reason, the 
law is published and known, and citizens and courts are expected to uphold it.This article summarizes the 
different branches and schools in Islam. The best known split, into Sunni Islam, Shia Islam, and Kharijites, was 
mainly political at first but eventually acquired theological and juridical dimensions.


